Bakerstown UMC – VIM trip to Costa Rica and Nicaragua – June 20-29, 2012
We arrived in Costa Rica on the afternoon of June 20th to find 2 other teams already working on the site.  One was a large youth group that was there under the Charles Strong Mission organization, and one was a smaller team of adults and youth from Michigan.  The Charles Strong group was staying somewhere else and we had to share accommodations with the Michigan group for one night. They left the day after we got there and the Charles Strong group was only working on the same site for another ½ day on our first full day there.

We have had 4 previous trips to the Church in Carrillos, and we were amazed at how much work has been done on it in the 2 years since we were last there. The building we started as a hole in the ground in 2005 has doubled in size from what it was in 2010 when we were last there. Pastor Eddier has his Church growing and doing great things in the community.

While there, we spent 3 days putting in a concrete driveway and gutters from the main road into the Church property.  Pastor Eddier was impressed because we did what he thought would be a 4 day job in 2 ½ days.  The people of Bakerstown are hard workers!

After the Sunday services, the 16 of us and 5 Costa Ricans jammed ourselves and all of our luggage into a rather under-sized bus and sat shoulder-to-shoulder for a 5 hour ride almost to the Nicaraguan border.  We spent a night at a resort lodge. It was very nice to get off the hard floors and out of the mud and into a real bed in a beautiful mountaintop setting.

On Monday morning, we continued on into Nicaragua.  The border crossing was interesting, but ultimately uneventful.  The Costa Ricans that were with us were great helps as they knew exactly who we needed to bribe in order to not have to pull all of our luggage out of the bus for inspection.  We made it to the city of Granada around 3 in the afternoon.

In Granada, we were met by a gentleman named Javier.  He is a native Nicaraguan who had lived and worked in Costa Rica for awhile.  We had met him there on our previous trips. He has since moved back to Nicaragua and is trying to start a Church in the Barrios area of Granada.  He has no Church building or property of his own yet. He meets with his congregation on a porch of a house in the Barrios. They have 16 plastic chairs and our Wednesday evening Church service included the laundry hanging on the line right across the middle of the patio!

We spent one evening walking the Barrios passing out rice and beans and clothing to the families that Javier ministers to.  They live in a lot of poverty, but they were people that had the joy of Christ evident in their faces.  On the next evening, we went back into the Barrios and had a “festival” for the kids. We took sandwiches and drink boxes and had lots of games and activities for the kids. I am sure at one point we had at least 100 kids running around us as the adults were at the Church service on the patio.  This was the highlight of our time in Nicaragua. 

On our last day in Nicaragua, we went to Javier’s house. He lives right on the beach of Lake Nicaragua.  He has a very simple house, no toilet, the family sleeps on the ground and they cook on open fires.  Javier has a wife and 2 sons and another child on the way. While there, we purchased the materials he needed to build a toilet and got a 4 foot deep hole in the ground started for it.  It is humbling to see a man who gave up a job in Costa Rica to go back to Nicaragua and live on next to nothing so he can minister to the poor in his home city.

Although our team did not have a whole lot to do while in Nicaragua, I believe God’s real purpose in having us go there was to give the Costa Rican’s that went with us a chance to see how they can help support Javier’s ministry.  They consider him a Church plant of theirs, and their congregation sends him $50 a month.  Since we have a long standing relationship with Pastor Eddier and his people, I know that they were very comfortable traveling with us and working side by side with us in Nicaragua. The women that typically take care of us while in Costa Rica were quite adamant that they were not on the trip to cook and clean for us, they were on their own Mission Trip!   Our group was the instrument that God used in order for them to be able to go on their Mission Trip.

In the end, we all made it safely home last Friday, although 3 of the 16 had to spend a few extra hours in Houston as we barely made our connecting flight in time and the airline had already given 3 of our seats to other people flying standby.  I would recommend to other teams that if flying through Houston, groups leave themselves at least a couple hours between flights. We only had an hour and 20 minutes and we all almost missed our flight.

Thank you for sending our team info out there and for the prayers of God’s people.

Yours in Christ,

Roger Cramer

Addendum from Roger…
Here is the info you wanted from the Bakerstown UMC 2012 Costa Rica/Nicaragua Mission Trip:

Dates of Trip:                 June 20 thru June 29, 2012

Number on Team:          16

Work Days:                   6

Number of hours worked:            33

Amount of money donated for materials:  $5,125    (this includes $2,000 that we will be sending next month from the extra that we had collected for the trip).

As a word of explanation about the excess we had collected for the trip, I had budgeted money for exit taxes for both Costa Rica and Nicaragua that we ended up not needing.

I had also budgeted a large amount for our food supplies while we were in Nicaragua, and it turned out to be way too much as food was pretty cheap there.

I included in our total the funds that our team donated to provide for the 5 Costa Rican’s that traveled to Nicaragua with us.  

One of our team members is a young woman named Rachel Kenzie.  Rachel is currently both the Children’s Ministry Director and Youth Director at BUMC.
Rachel has been on all 5 of BUMC’s Mission Trips to Central America, as well as spending several months a couple different times on extended personal Mission Trips to both Costa Rica and Honduras.

She was in charge of the BUMC Vacation Bible School held a couple weeks after we returned.  The VBS collects an offering every year for a specific cause.  This year, they collected funds to help support Javier, who is the pastor in Nicaragua that we went to support.  The children collected over $1,400 for Javier.  That is not included in the totals above.  Those funds will be sent to Javier so he can buy a motor-scooter that he can use to ride the 20 KM between his house and the Barrios where he pastors.  Currently, he is riding his bike there every day, and will often take his pregnant wife with him.  She rides on the bikes handlebars!

Roger Cramer

